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and like that animal the tnlobites were capable
of rolling their bodies up into a ball
Trinity The Christian doctrine that God exists
in three persons all co equal and indivisible of
the same substance—God the Father God the
Son (who became incarnate as Jesus) begotten
of the Father and God the Holy Ghost pro
ceeding from Father and Son, The system
denying the Trinity is Unrtarianism (see J51)
Trinity House, on Tower Hill London, was incor
porated m 1514 as an association for piloting
ships, and has ever since been entrusted with
various matters connected with the regulation
of British navigation Smce 1854 the light
houses of the country have been under its super
vision The acting Elder Brethren act as
Nautical Assessors in Marine causes which are
tried by the High Court of Justice
Triptych, a picture carving or other represents
tion with two swing doors by which it could be
closed in frequently used as an altar piece
Also a writing tablet in three parts, two of
which folded over the one in the centre
Trireme an ancient vessel with three rows of oars
of great effectuality m early naval warfare
Mentioned by Thucydidea. It was a long
narrow vessel propelled by 170 rowers The
Romans copied it from the Greeks
Trisagiont thrice holy ) an ancient Jewish hymn,
stfll regularly sung m the service of the Greek
Church. A version of it— Tersanotus —also
forms part of the Anglican Eucharistic service
Tritium, a radioactive isotope of hydrogen which
has three times the weight of the ordinary
hydrogen atom. It is produced by bombarding
an isotope of lithium with neutrons and has a
half life of 12i years, decaying with the emission
of /3-particles (electrons)
Triumvirate, a term used to denote a coalition of
three persons in the exercise of supreme
authority The first Roman triumvirate was
thatofPompey Julius Caesar andCrassus 60
bc the second was that of Mark Antony
Octavus and Lepidua 43 £ o
Tropic-Bird, a long tailed sea bird of which there
are 3 species (the Bed billed the White-tailed,
and the Bed tailed) frequenting the tropical
regions of the Atlantic. Pacific and Indian
oceans They are commonly called Bosun
Birds
Troposphere The atmospheric layer which
extends from the earths surface to the strato-
sphere As a general rule the temperature in
the troposphere foils as altitude increases. Set
Atmosphere.
Troubadours, lyric poets who flourished from the
llth to the end of the 18th cent chiefly in
Provence and the north of Italy They were
often knightly amateurs, and cultivated a
lyrical poetry intricate in metre and rhyme and
usually of a romantic amatory strain. They
did much to cultivate the romantic sentiment
in days when society was somewhat barbaric
and helped considerably hi the formation, of
those unwritten codes of honour which served
to mitigate the rudeness of mediaeval days. See
also Jongleurs.
Tronvere or Trouveur mediaeval poet of northern
France whose compositions were of a more
elaborate character—epics, romances, fables
and chansons de geste—than those of the
troubadour of the south. Flourished between
the llth and 14th cent
Truffles are subterranean edible fungi much
esteemed for seasoning purposes. There are
many species and they are found in considerable
quantities in France and Italy less commonly
m Britain. They are often met with under
beech or oak trees and prefer calcareous soils
but there are no positive indications on the
surface to show where they are, and they are
not to be cultivated Hogs, and sometimes
dogs axe used to scent them out the former by
reason of their rooting propensities being the
most successful in the work.
Tsetse an African dipterous fly belonging to the
same family as the house-fly It is a serious
economic peat as it transmits the protozoon
causing African sleeping; sickness when it pierces
human skin in order to suck blood which forms
Us food. See Qammexane
Tuatara oiSphenodonmenctatwm. a primitive lizard
found in New Zealand. It baa a rudimentary
bv Sir Edwin Lutyens Executed in Portland
stone they are flanked by some bronze senlp
tures In the same year memorial busts of
Lords Jellicoe and Beatty were placed by
the north wall
Transept the portion of a church which extends
across the ulterior between the nave and the
choir
Transistor An electronic device consisting of a
small piece of semiconducting solid (usually
germanium or silicon) to which contact is made
at appropriate places by three wires The three
parts resemble in function (not construction or
behaviour) the cathode anode and grid of a
thermionic valve and transistors can perform
many of the operations that valves have hitherto
been used for in radio television etc They
possess several advantages over valves smce
there is no need for evacuated glass bulbs nor
for a heated emitter to give off electrons This
ieada to much greater compactness and eco
nomy as well as to a much longer life Never
theless there are certain limitations to then-
use and they are not yet suitable as substitutes
for valves m all cases The device was invented
by the Americans Bardeen Brattain and
Shockley in 1948
Transubstantiataon,   See 350
Treasure Trove a legal term applying to treasure
(com bullion gold or silver articles) found hid
den m the earth or other place for which no
owner can be discovered. The treasure legally
belongs to the Crown but it is the practice to
return to the finder all articles not reaulred for
national museums and to reward him with the
full market value of such as may be retained.
It is the duty of the finder to report to the
Coroner for the district in which the find is made
who holds an inquest to find whether the dis
covery be treasure trove or no In England
concealment is a criminal offence See also
Wreck
Tree Frog occurs most commonly in America and
Australasia, The common European tree frog is
a brilliant green animal the adhesive discs at
the tips of its fingers and toes enabling it to
cling to trees etc with ease
Tree Shrew an arboreal insectivorous mammal of
Asia belonging to the family Tujxzi&Joe Tree
shrews are related to the shrews though in ap
pearance they resemble squirrels except for
their sharply pointed snout They occur in
Borneo Siam. China and Malaya. Some
zoologists classify them as primitive primates.
Trent Council of the longest and one of the most
important to the history of the Roman Catholic
Church was convened to combat the doctrines
of Martin Luther It fust sat in 1545 the hist
sitting being m 1568 At this Council the
general policy, principles and dogmas of the
Roman Catholic Church were authoritatively
settled
Trlassic or Trias, the earliest geological period hi
the Mesozoic era which began some 225 million
years ago Triaesic formations 25 000 ft thick
occur to the Alps Modern insects were appear
ing and also small reptile-like mammals
Other important Triassic animals were dino
saurs ichthyosaurs (marine reptiles) and ptero
saurs (flying reptiles) See F44.
Tribunes name assigned to officers of different
descriptions in ancient Borne The original
tribunes were the commanders of contingents
of cavalry and mfantry The most important
tribunes were the tribunes of the plebs. first
elected m 404 b o as the outcome of the struggle
between the patrician aad the plebeian orders.
They held the power of veto and their persons
were sacred
Trlchoptera. This is the insect order comprising
the Caddis-flies. These are moth like insects
having hairs on the wings They are usually
found fluttering weakly near water The larvae
are aquatic and are remarkable for the cases
(caddis cases) which they build out of sticks,
small stones sand grains, and shells.
Tricolour the flag of the French Republic since
1780 consisting of three nearly equal vertical
bands of brae white and red (ratio 90 99 111)
Trilobites, extinct marine arthropods, most
abundant m the Cambrian and Ordovician
systems Their appearance may be roughly
described as resembling that of a woodlonse.

